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two ancient halberds, and some muskets hung against another part of the
wall. A long table, with wooden benches on each side, stood permanently for
the convenience of the brethren, who smoke their pipes and drink their ale
here, in the evenings; the kitchen being prepared for their reception after a
certain hour. In the daytime, each brother brings or sends what mess he will
to be prepared by the Cook. There was a great, antique copper flagon for ale;
also an ancient oaken cabinet; also, I think it was here that I saw, and sat
down in, the oaken elbow-chair which was occupied by King James at the
Earl of Warwick's banquet. Hanging up in the kitchen, too, is a piece of
needle-work representing the [27] Bear and Ragged Staff, reputed to have
been wrought by Amy Robsart, and which has lately been set in a carved
oaken-frame, through the munificence of a countryman of my own. The
guide showed us his name in the visitor's book; a Mr. Conner of the Navy.
These items seem to make up the sum of what we saw in the Hospital; but
the sketch is capable of being elaborated and colored into a very effective pic-
ture of a patch of old times surviving sturdily into the new.

From the Hospital we went along the High-street to an old curiosity shop,
the entrance to which is near the East-gate, and is not to be found without
careful search, being only denoted by the name of "Redfern" painted not very
conspicuously in the toplight of the door. Immediately on entering, we found
ourselves among a confusion of old rubbish and valuables, ancient armour,
historic portraits (one of Charles 1st, for instance, by Dobson, which Mr.
Redfern purchased at the recent sale at Alton Towers) old cabinets, clocks,
china, looking-glasses, and every imaginable object that has gone out of date.
The collection must have been got together at an immense cost. Some of the
articles were bought at Rogers's sale; and no doubt, whenever a virtuoso's
treasures are scat[28]tered abroad, some of them find their way hither. It is
impossible to give any idea of the variety of articles, which were so thickly
strewn about that we could hardly move without overturning some great
thing or sweeping away some small one, and occupied the whole house, in
three stories. The person who waited on us was exceedingly civil, and gave
us his whole attention after some ladies (who were there when we came)
had made their purchases and departed. Then we asked the prices of a great
many things; for we wanted to buy something by way of paying an admis-
sion-fee ; but it was hardly possible to find any article, however trifling, that
came within our prudential views. However, we finally fixed on a little spoon
of George IFs time, silver-gilt and curiously wrought, which was formerly
the property of Lady Blessington, and for which we paid ten shillings. I
should like much (if my circumstances were in accordance) to spend a
hundred pounds there.

From Redfern's we went back to the Market Place, expecting partly to find
Julian at the Museum; but the keeper said that he had gone away about
half an hour before, it being now a little past one. We went into the Mu-
seum, which contains the collections in Natural History &c. of a county